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NON-PROFIT OF THE YEAR AWARD  
Discovery Museums

The Discovery Museums, located in Acton, serves 
140,000 visitors annually and is ranked the 14th most 
visited museum in Massachusetts by the Boston 
Business Journal. Our mission is to inspire enduring 
curiosity and love of learning through interactive 
discovery, hands-on inquiry, and scientific investigation.

We are a hands-on children’s museum with a strong program in science, but our goal is to provide interdisciplin-
ary experiences in the arts, sciences and humanities. The cornerstone of our exhibit and program philosophy is 
to provide a safe, stimulating environment that inspires lifelong learning for visitors and participants of all ages. 
Our 4.5 acre campus includes two buildings: a cozy children’s building with imaginative learning spaces and a 
science building which presents basic science principles that allow visitors to interact with familiar objects.

Our 1,600 member families come from more than 175 towns. We are also proud to serve the special needs 
community. Our exhibits are especially engaging to children with a wide range of learning disabilities. We offer 
special programs to reach underserved populations, with 19% of our audience attending for free or reduced 
admissions.  Our Traveling Science Workshops reach 24,000 students in 1,100 classrooms per year. We serve 
over 15,000 children in school field trips to the Museums each year. We present our programs at numerous local 
fairs and festivals throughout the region. We have received local and national recognition, including awards 
such as Parent’s Choice Awards and Best Practices Awards from our national museum associations.

Some highlights of 2010 include:

Began an international cultural exchange with Tin Marin Children’s Museum in El Salvador. We bring Acton third 
grade students together with a classroom in El Salvador to learn from each other about sharing biodiversity and 
culture.

Launched our FETCH! Lab with a special visit from Ruff Ruffman, the beloved dog and star of the PBS kids 
show, and 3 cast members.  Several times each month we offer programs such as Fetch! Train your Brain, 
Fetch! Up, up and away, and Fetch! Target Practice.

Held over 400 programs in the last year such as the first annual Pumpkin Fest; and our SMART Gals series about 
women in science, math, and arts careers.

2010 was a successful year in which attendance increased by 13%, museum membership increased by 32%, 
and overall revenue increased by 14%.

Coming Soon:

Opening 2 exhibits in 2011: Dream Green, where you can explore green design, energy conservation and thermal 
energy transfer, and Sound Scapes, where you can investigate sound from exploring the science of sound to 
discovering the artistry and joy of music.

In summer 2011, we will offer Free Fun Friday Nights. Families can come and enjoy a picnic with entertainment 
and explore the Museums

As always, visit our website  www.discoverymueums.org or call 978.264.4200 for further information.  
Become a fan on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

STELLAR SERVICE BY A VOLUNTEER  
Karen Herther – AB Parent Involvement Project

Many in Acton-Boxborough (AB) may not know that PIP stands for Parent 
Involvement Project, but they do know about PIP events such as Grocery 
Market Math at Roche Bros, annual Astronomy Star Parties, the biennial 
Science and Technology Career Fair at the high school and have seen 
Karen Herther’s name as PIP Co-Chair. For the past 10 years, Karen 
has been the spirit behind AB PIP, a volunteer organization of parents, 
educators, and community and business partners who support Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education. AB PIP began 
as a Massachusetts DOE and National Science Foundation elementary 
grant program through the Acton Public schools in 2000. Over the years, 

Karen grew the organization, collaborated with the Acton-Boxborough Schools, found business 
sponsors, involved community partners, and expanded it to K-12 delivering fun engaging hands-on 
family math and science events.

PIP’s hallmark programs include: take home math and science kits, 3rd and 5th grade Market 
Math Mania, 4th grade Star Parties, Family Math Game Nights, Discover STEM Interactive Career 
Fairs, Green Energy Fairs, STEM Book Clubs, advanced teen driving classes featuring the “physics 
of driving” and an interactive web site atwww.actonpip.org. PIP offers Summerskills Math & 
Language Arts Books as a service fundraiser, and recently helped launch an award winning AB 
Robotics Club, a local Nature Guide and ‘waterwise’ eco education placemats. Karen serves on 
the Middlesex West Chamber of Commerce School Business Partnership, The Discovery Museum 
Education Advisory Board and Green Acton representing PIP.

Karen Herther’s ability to provide fun innovative math and science programs has led thousands 
of Acton and Boxborough families and community members to participate in PIP events. Karen’s 
success comes from her marketing background as the Principal of Market Dynamics HYPERLINK 
“http://www.marketdynamics.info”www.marketdynamics.info , a marketing consulting firm 
offering innovative brand and market visibility solutions, her commitment to community, educa-
tion, hard work, and sense of humor. Karen promotes collaboration and community and business 
involvement by encouraging adults and students to get involved with PIP. As a result, hundreds 
of AB students have earned community service hours and recognition through the PIP STEM 
Leadership Scholarships and Service Awards. 

Karen’s approach to both her community and business is to build connections and foster 
innovative partnerships that lead to visibility and success. A hallmark of her volunteering is giving 
credit to her collaborators, community and business partners. Karen’s hope is that PIP continues 
to lead the way with fresh ideas and new STEM family programs engaging a new generation of 
community-minded volunteers.




